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1) Tell me a little bit about Lost N’ Found and how this whole thing began…
 
In November 2nd will be their 5 year Anniversary
 
He was a community activist working for the “Mister Program” which is part of Positive
Impact and it was his job to get out in the community and to talk to guys at different
events about how to play safe and fill out surveys.
 
He realized pretty quickly that guys from 30 years and above had already made up their
minds and he was not going to be able to change that fact, but they were starting to see an
increase in infectious deceases in individuals 26 and under so he went into facebook and
search for venues were he could talk to kids, because “Youth Pride” would not allow him
to talk to them at the time.
 
Another one of his activist friends asked him to come with him to the “Stand Up for
Kids” organization, where he was able to train and do outreach as a volunteer to talk to
youth to come into the “Stand Up” facilities to get a meal, shower, wash their clothes etc.
and then found a lot of LGBT kids on the streets with no where to go.
These kids did not want to go to the shelters because they were all religious based and
they did not want to continue listening the sermons about how they were all going to go
to hell just to get a meal.
The situation started wearing on his heart, so he organized a successful “Drag Queen
Bingo” fundraiser for “Stand Up” because the organization needed money.
 
A gentleman approached him afterwards and said that he knew Rick was trying to help
gay kids that were on the street. This gentleman was dealing already with a homeless kid
that he had found behind a dumpster with a serious infection on his leg and he had taken



 
A gentleman approached him afterwards and said that he knew Rick was trying to help
gay kids that were on the street. This gentleman was dealing already with a homeless kid
that he had found behind a dumpster with a serious infection on his leg and he had taken
him to the Grady Hospital but he was going to need a place where to put him.
 
So all the signs kept pushing towards all the fact that all these kids needed help. The very
next night more kids showed up at another event looking for him asking where they could
go… So, Rick and his friends did a research and found out there was not a place in town
that specifically dealt with the needs of the LGBT homeless youth that were out on the
streets and they knew then, there was something that needed to be done.
 
The next step was to call a community meeting to express the facts that there are a lot of
homeless kids who need help, and yes, some organizations were willing to help, but
mostly organizations that deal with kids with mental disabilities and none of the kids that
he was intending to work with were like that.
 
These are kids that have been discarded, abandoned and kicked out of their homes just
because who they are and/or who they love.
 
Rick and his team walked out of their first community meeting with the promise to the
gay people and the straight allies that were present there that he would do whatever it
took.
 
He had $9,000 in his pocket collected at the meeting and one “hotline” number. The next
night they were helping nine kids within 24 hours. The first idea was to put these kids in a
hotel for a few nights until they could get them into a program that was safe, but the kids
would not go into those programs because they had been in them for a night or two and it
was simply horrible, so they decided to take it on them selves.
 
The very next day, they found a house they could rent, where the kids can have bedrooms
and house parents. They moved in two weeks later, right before Christmas, and they have
been full ever since.
 
They did it for a year and sat down and looked at all the kids that they had helped. A total
of over 100 kids in just their first year and decided that based on what they had learned
they needed more things to deal with the situation.
 
City of Atlanta had done a count of all the homeless youth in shelters and that time they
thought there were about 300 homeless kids on the street, which was already alarming.
 
They gather their facts and called another community meeting and spoke about:
First, the necessity to triple their space. They found a house on 5th Street and Juniper, and
went from 6 beds to 18 beds, in the middle of Buckhead making it easy for the kids to get
to it and being helped.
 
Second, since the community had started to donate them so many clothes and furniture
over the years they would open a thrift store. In this store they can have everything for
the kid’s needs and whatever they do not want, can potentially be sold. This is a place
where the kids can learn skills such as customer service, how to run a cash register, make
inventory, etc. This thrift store currently pays for a lot of the programs the organization
offers to homeless youth.
The third thing they wanted to do was to open a “Drop-In” Center. This place is open
seven days at week from 10:00AM to 5:00PM. Homeless kids can go there to wash their
clothes, get on a computer to check their facebook or look for a job, they can get a
voucher to get new clothes, take a shower, get a hot meal, legal assistance.
 
It is Lost N’ Found’s goal to take the homeless youths, show them that they are loved in a
safe space that they feel comfortable with and around other people that are like them as
well as straight allies.



It is Lost N’ Found’s goal to take the homeless youths, show them that they are loved in a
safe space that they feel comfortable with and around other people that are like them as
well as straight allies.
 
56% of the kids that “Come Out” are put out on the streets in the South East.
 
In 2015, City of Atlanta did a comprehensive survey and found out that there 3,300 +
kids on the streets of Atlanata. 26.8% identify themselves as LGBT, which comes to 951.
 
Lost N’ Found is currently working on their next 5-year plan and it has all being through
community support.
 
2) How do the kids find out about you and your organizations?
Some of the kids are in the meetings and they talk to others. Some others call the
hotline… Most of the kids tend to hang out in groups.
A lot of the kids that we first took on had severe drug addictions problems and were
hustlers. At “Lost N’ Found”, we do not judge kids; we understand that these kids have to
do a lot of things to be able to survive if we do not get to them within 48 hours. For
example, they will have to steal food if they do not get it somewhere else. A lot of them,
especially the gay boys, will turn into prostitution because they can make quick money,
but that leads to other things such as being hooked on drugs, higher HIV rate, among
other things.
 
3) Are all the people working at Lost N’ Found volunteers?
A lot of them are volunteers but because they are dealing a big volume of kids and youth
but they also have employees that can keep things moving efficiently and organized.
 
4) Are the kids that drop-in the same kids that stay at the house?
The house kids come to the drop-in center too. Some kids live in their cars and they are
ok with that as well. Some of them live in abandoned buildings. Some of them live in
tents. Each one of their stories is different.
 
5) What determines if a kid gets accepted to live in the house or not?
Space… essentially. As soon as a kid moves out we start looking for a new one to fill in
the space and go in. The kids are usually with us for about 90 days. They have to pass a
drug tests, there are rules at the house, they have to be out looking for a job and we want
them to become a productive part of society. We encourage them and talks about jobs and
what are their real dreams. We help them to even finish high school and after that connect
them with our friends to start building the future they want. We teach them how to dress
and present themselves for a job interview.
 
Atlanta is quickly becoming “ground zero” for homeless LGBT youth in the south East
and kids come from all over the country.
 
6) What is the productivity percentage of the kids you take into your organizations?
80%
 
7) What happens to the other 20%?
The other 20% get mad because they have a curfew, or they leave, or they have a drug
problem that made them spin out of control, or they miss their boyfriend, etc… there is
not a typical day here at Lost N’ Found. You never know what is going to walk through
that door but we are flexible enough to be able to deal with anything.
 
8) Is someone staying with the kids in the house?
We have several house parents. They talk to the kids constantly. Each kid reports to a
different house parent and at the same time there is a main house parent who supervises
the whole process. These house parents help the kids to get organized with their finances
so they can save money and live a normal life when they leave the house.
 
9) What are the top three things for you to do?



so they can save money and live a normal life when they leave the house.
 
9) What are the top three things for you to do?
Open a Shelter for those kids that do not want to follow rules… no judgment. So at least
they are safe and off the street. If they want more help they will be able to come to the
drop-in center.
To take this initiative nationwide or at least in the South East.
 
10) What is your top 5 challenges you have found?
Exposure.
Getting out to the straight allies.
Burocracy and red tape (House Permits).
Funding.
Finding out what are the challenges of their demographic.
 
11) What are some of the things you have learned?
Unfortunately… that you cannot help them all. Some of the kids would not like to be
helped.
To be proud of what we do because there is nothing out there like we do.
I cannot do it alone...It has grown more than I ever thought.
We have partnered with other agencies and the city money always goes to religious
organizations.
60% of Lost N’ Found kids are African American and they need “Black” Role models.
They need someone to look up to.
They to know someone who beat the odds.
They need to know that Atlanta is not the “Black Hollywood”.
 
12) What are you outside of Lost N’ Found?
I have been with my partner for 23 years.
I come from corporate training background so I can talk to anyone and I use it to my
advantage.
I am very happy to be doing what I am doing and I will do it until I can not do it
anymore.
 
13) What do you need at Lost N” Found?
I need people to start the conversation that will lead to identifying the need of helping
homeless LGBT kids here in Atlanta and the money will come.
We need to stop human trafficking because is out there but no one seems to notice it.
This is not a problem going away tomorrow and it is only going to get worse before it
gets better so we need to create more awareness.
 


